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Doc.71  – MINUTES OF A SPECIAL PERMT HEARING, AUG 23, 2016 FOR PETITION FROM  

ROBERT A. MASYS/R.A.M. ENGINEERING ON BEHALF OF CLAIR & ROGER LAROCHE 

AND RKACO LLC REQUESTING A SPECIAL PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT TWO TRIPLEX 

BUILDINGS ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 73 & 77 CROSS ROAD AS RESIDENTIAL 

TOWNHOUSE CONDOMINIUMS. RELATED COMMUNICATION FROM RUSSELL 

AHEARN SUBMITTING NEW MAP WITH PROJECT CHANGES.   FAVORABLE 

CONDITIONAL RECOMMENDATION FROM PLANNING BOARD & PLANNING 

DIRECTOR. 

 

SUBJECT:  Document  71- Petition from Robert A. Masys/R.A.M. Engineering on behalf of Clair 

and Roger LaRoche and RKACO LLC requesting a special permit to construct two triplex buildings on 

the property located at 73 & 77 Cross Road as residential townhouse condominiums.    

 

Present:  President John Michitson, Councillor Melinda Barrett, Councillor Andres Vargas, 

Councillor Michael McGonagle, Councillor Joseph Bevilacqua, Councillor Colin LePage, Councillor 

Mary Ellen Daly O’Brien and Councillor Thomas Sullivan. Councillor William Macek participated 

remotely. 

 

City Clerk Linda Koutoulas:  Doc. 71- Hearing, petition from Robert A. Masys/R.A.M. Engineering on 

behalf of Clair and Roger LaRoche and RKACO LLC requesting a special permit to construct two triplex 

buildings on the property located at 73 & 77 Cross Road as residential townhouse condominiums.    

There is a related communication from Russell Ahern submitting new map with project changes. 

Conditional favorable recommendation from the Planning Board and the Planning Director. 

 

President Michitson:  Opened the hearing. 

  

My name is Rob Ahern, 1501 Main Street, Tewksbury. We are here to look for approval to build one 

triplex not two triplexes on the property at 73 – 77 Cross Road. 

 

President Michitson: We will make that correction if a motion is made after the public hearing. 

 

Rob Ahern: If the Councillors will remember, we were here a few months ago to demolish an existing 

structure at a former junkyard at 2 Cross Road, or a salvage yard. We have done that. We started 10 

condominums that were approved by the Council. On the same road, just  a short ways down at 73 – 77 

Cross Road, there is a property in dilapidated condition that we intend to raze and we intend to build new 

residences there. We are in the RH zone. We think we will be improving the property values in the 

neighborhood. We are looking to have one triplex approved which is allowed in the RH zone. It’s been 

reviewed by Planning, it’s been reviewed by the rest of the City, by the Building Inspector and now it 

only awaits Council approval for the Special Permit for the triplex.  

 

President Michitson: Thank you very much. Is there anyone else that would like to speak in favor? 

 

Rowland DeNaro: This is my wife Caroline, I live at 83 Cross Road, Ward Hill. We have been there since 

1981. We bought the house from the Chapmans. Nice neighborhood . We’ve had the freedom of knowing 

the LaRoches for many years when they had the sheet metal shop, Claire and Roger, they are both 

deceased but they were wonderful people. We would like to see, because of the freedom that we had 

there, because of the danger of the area. There is drainage, I would say a brook, a levy, that runs thru the 

property underneath the railroad trestle behind Joseph’s Trattoria. There’s a big swale (inaudible) up to 

Willow Ave. all that way comes down and goes into that area and then drains out down to the Merrimack.  

During the fall and spring months, that brook becomes a raging floodplain. It levels the top of our field 

out there, which I keep as a conservation area. It’s beautiful out there now.  What we would like to see is 

a security fence. We lost a dog on the railroad tracks over there because it got out and wondered around. 

There could be children from this development that could go over there. Down where the shop is, there’s 

some swale down there. They probably wouldn’t go thru that, it’s quite tangled. But thru our area, and 

kids like to play in brooks. You go up on that railroad track and those trains are not going to stop. They 
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don’t even know you are there. As a matter of fact you can’t even hear a train. It’s like a jet, you only hear 

it when it goes by you. That’s our concern. Pets and little children going thru the property. I have a 

maintenance shop there where I keep my tractor tuned. I feel as though there’s some danger there. People 

wander around the property out of curiosity. If that could be done? Just put up a fence that would go 

along the property that would keep (inaudible). 

 

President Michitson: Thank you very much.  Is there anybody else that would like to speak in favor? 

Is there anybody else that would like to speak in favor? Is there anyone opposed that would like to speak? 

Anyone opposed that would like to speak? Before we close the hearing, you may want to address that 

request. 

 

Rob Ahern: Stepped away from the mic and reviewed the plans with the DeNaros (inaudible). I am not 

opposed to talking about a fence.  I can appreciate their need for privacy. However, we have to go to the                                                              

Conservation Commission for permission to do anything here. We have not done that yet because we are 

not sure whether we have triplex approval or not. So we don’t have a firm plan to go to the Conservation 

Commission. We’d be willing to stipulate that we can put a fence in as far as Conservation would allow 

along that lot line.  

 

President Michitson: Okay, thank you for addressing that. We will now close the public hearing. Council 

what is your wish? 

 

Councillor Macek: I would like to move for approval of the application with the condition that the 

developer meet with Conservation and take input from the neighbor who just spoke in order to establish a 

fence in cooperation with all three. 

 

President Michitson: There’s a motion by Councillor Macek and it’s been seconded by Councillor Daly 

O’Brien. 

 

Councillor Bevilacqua: I would just ask if Councillor Macek would amend his motion to include as a 

condition the requirements of the various city departments as communicated to the City Council and the 

Planning Board so they become part of the special permit along with the fence that’s been requested by 

the abutter. 

 

Councillor Macek: Yes, I would add that to the motion. 

 

President Michitson: That motion has been seconded.  

 

Councillor Barrett: I just had a question as to parking in this development. Is there just the driveway and 

the parking underneath? 

 

Rob Ahern: inaudible 

 

Councillor Barrett: Outside, there are two spaces per unit. 

 

Rob Ahern: inaudible 

 

Councillor Barrett: Okay, thank you. 

 

President Michitson: Before we go to the vote, just to clarify. I am not sure I caught the very beginning of 

Councillor Macek’s motion, but it was for one triplex, correct? 

 

Councillor Macek: Correct 

 

President Michitson: Okay, thank you very much. Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 
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City Clerk:  Councillor Barrett-no, Councillor Vargas-yes, Councillor McGonagle-yes, Councillor 

Bevilacqua-yes, Councillor LePage-yes, Councillor Daly O’Brien-yes, Councillor Macek-yes, Councillor 

Sullivan-yes, President Michitson-yes.  8 yeas,1 nay, 0 absent. 

 

President Michitson: That passes. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Barbara S. Arthur         September 6, 2016 

Administrative Assistant 

Haverhill City Council    
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  REASON FOR VOTES - DOCUMENT 71 

73 to 77 CROSS ROAD 

   SPECIAL PERMIT  

AUGUST 23, 2016 
 

 

President Michitson:  I voted in favor because it met the requirements. 

 

Councillor Vargas:  I voted for the project because I believe it to be a positive one for the neighborhood 

and the city.  

 

Councillor McGonagle: I voted in support of the special permit based upon the recommendation 

of the Economic Development Director and the unanimous support from the Planning Board. 

 

Councillor Bevilacqua: I voted in favor because it met the conditions established for a special 

permit and the recommendations of the city departments were included as conditions, including 

the neighbor’s requested fencing.  

 

Councillor LePage:  I voted in favor of this special permit application with the included 

conditions and stipulations due to the proposal meeting the requirements of Chapters 255-80  

and 255-94 for residential development. 

 

Councillor Daly O’Brien:  voted yes for this permit because it meets our city requirements, it 

may encourage other positive developments in that area and it will be one triplex not two 

triplexes. 

 

Councillor Macek:  I voted in favor of the special permit because the request will improve the 

area and will not negatively impact the neighborhood. 

   

Councillor Sullivan: I voted in favor of the proposed project because I believe the new housing will 

have a beneficial impact on the property and the neighborhood. 

   

 

  

 

  
 

 

 


